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¥ Anhistoric Hyde Park Tudor fits the
for contemporary comfort
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The slogan of DIGS, a real estate, design and renovation

firm based in Hyde Park, is “DIGS Does [t.” A perfect case
study evidencing the breadth and depth of their capabilities is
an expansive Tudor-style home on a private lane in Hyde Park.

Long-time clients of DIGS interior designer Brian Gibson
were looking to move from the outer suburbs back to the city
in order to be closer to work and their children’s schools. No
sooner had they mentioned their intentions than Brian found
the perfect house. Though nort officially on the market, Brian
was familiar with the home and knew it was an exact match
for his client’s needs.

Whar the homeowners liked best about the home was the
potential inherent in the large rooms. In their prior home, the
rooms were smaller and more formal, and in the new home

they were looking to take advantage of the large rooms to cre-
ate more comfortable living spaces.

Case in point is the multi-tasking living room. A large,
vibrant antique Qushak carpet purchased for the home dic-
tates the color palette. The room is rich with layers of texture
and color, from the faux finish on the walls that brings to
mind varied hues of a sunset to the tufted leather armchair
with fringe detail and the mountain of pillows artfully scar-
tered on a cozy window seat. The window valence came from
the homeowners® previous residence. Gold silk undercurtains
were chosen for their understated simplicity. An armoire con-
ceals the television, making the cozy seating areas a preferred
spot for the adults in the home to relax. One area of the large
room functions as a fully equipped home office.
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A screened porch off of the living room was converted 1
wse 25 3 den and mxiliary TV room., Pells windaws and doors
appropriate for the period of the home allow the renovated
space to appear as though it were part of the original design,

A second Large antique Oushak carper, similar in hue to
the living reom, anchar the dining room, Bookcases that
were used in the affice of their old home have been repurposed
a1 a china cabinet. The rable and chair are new soqulsitions
and date the hy ‘s penchant for ini
s crowd. While, in Brian's words, the room Is 4 “swaightfar-
wand, traditional room” he used & combination of antique and
upholstered dinlng chairs to make die room 2 bit less formal.
The printed valences were yet another carryover from the pre-
wvious home, and the gold undercurming are the stme a that
used In the living room.

What is mose surprising abour the lkitchen renovation is
what lies underneath the faux finish on the cabinen: white
Formica, The homeowners had no intention of changing the
physical layout, so Gibson reciined faux anisn Scon Johnsot
tor create the illusion of distressed wood. A simple mubway dle
backsplash and framed French antique advertising poster in the
hreakfast room adds to the vintage appeal of the space.

By using a cantemparary colar palerte and comfortable
funishings, Gilwon succeeded in making an hissoric home
funcrional for life in the 21m century. “We kept the colors
bright and light to allow the many rich wood maes found in
both the Tudor architecrure and in the homeowner's existing
Furniiture m creste moms that are bath elegant and Tnviting.”
said Gibson. 0
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