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Fine antiques, interesting antiquities and
ocnfernporoz art invigorate an historic
home inNorth Avondale

Brian and Jennifer Gibson were casually shopping the
lacal real estate market a decade agn when s friend ssggested
they take 3 Jook st & 1920x Tudst-style mucen home on &
heavily wooded kot near Xavier University that sppears in the
Aumerican Field Gulde to Architocture. Alfier juse a quick peek,
they were smitten, Lavely period details, sich as Intricately
carved arched doors, wroght fon railings smd detailed mold-
ings, were all intact. Ounide of a major kitchen renovation
andd reconfiguration, and thanks to TLC fram the prior owners
(st vwer befiore the Gibsany'), anly minor cosmetie changess
were tieeded, Devalel of the decorative hall-timbering har
typically defines homes of this sy, the fagade nonetheless
espocises 3 number of charming feanires that make the hame
4 timecless starement of good mare. A blie Lutyens bench and
matching planters provide bright jole of eolor to an otherwise
monachromatic exterior paletee,

Tt takes a carefally wraind epe to design interiors within
the Tudar framewurk, kot the home appear 100 mich a 2
period museum. A quick glance at the Gibwons' CV cereainly
evidences them 10 passews ample knowledge for the undermak-
ing. Brian is the direcooe of fuerior design for DIGS i Hyde
Park, 8 one-of-a-kind firm thar offers real eseate representarion,
inserine design services, lindscape anchitecnire, and constric-
tion and renovation services under ane ol Wihile the core of
their work bs focused locally, they have also completed projects
in Michigan, Rhode lsland, Florida, North Carolina, Colotada
and Mew Jersey: Due in large pars ta his imvolvement with the
firm, DIGS b a silver sponsor of the 2008 Cincinnati Antigues
Festival, schedubed for Oveober 16 to 18,

Beian's path o his current pasition at DIGS included
sints an a professional haskesball player In Earope, an asackic
I the Oio atomey general’s affice and an lnvestment hankes
In New York City. Lingering In the background throighout
these vaticd experiences was 1 passion for antiques and antig-
uitics. When he was in New York, he found himself froquently
taking friends and dients abraad on buying wips. "My hobby
became mare enjoyable than my career, 3o | decided that It was
thme to make 2 swisch,” sabd Brian, With a stack of degroes
iy Law, econamics and design from the likes of Northwesteen
Lniversiey, the University of Cincinnati, the Londan School
o Econamics and the Parsons School of Design, Brian fas a
voracious appetite for kowledge, which tranalates into 4 cal-
culated, academic arple of collecting,
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While one is quick t take note of the many fine antique pleces
throughour the home, Brian is quick w point out that "the walls are
Jennifer's domain” She comhbines the trained eye of someone who ha
3 fine arts degree with an equal measire of good taste in her procure-
ment af conternporary art that balances the more serious antiques and
anthpuities,

The homenvwner's passion as collectors of the highest arder
becomes evideni 23 soon a ane croses the threshold. Centered in
thie foyer is a massive Chinese oot table with a burlwood top. Staring
at the base is reminiscent of seeking out Imapes in clouds: if yoai loak
fong enaiagh you can make aut the deliberatc forms of dragons shap-
ing the supparts. Pieces fmm the Far East are found in nearly every
room, from commanding ancs, such as the able; 1 small archacalog)-
cal Fragments. Overhead Is an imn chandelier that looks s though it
was made to complesent the elaboree iran rail of the stairway and
landings however, it was found by the homeowners as o replacement
o the original crywal ane. Arranged together ar the base of the stain
in & i of paintings by renowned Clncinnati artists Jems Jensen, Paul
Chidlaw and Jack Meanwell.

Tin the right of the foyer is a grand living mom with seing con-
figurations that allow for a varicry of uses and make the ram seem
comfortable for two or 20, Rich pancling surrounds the stone man-
). To one side a large Shiva Lingam stone - ceremoniouly gathered
ance a year from the muddy banls of the Narmada River, onc of the
seven sacred places of pilgrimage in India - sits on a base in front of a
spirabedt Narwhal vusk, the sight of which inspired the legend of the
wnicorn in ancient times, Beian has @ grear affinity for mixing naw-
tal specimens with antiques. “fe akes the serious edge off,” e said.
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As an example, he pointed to a sawfish snout placed on a
fine gaceleg table.

Most of the furnishings in the room are early English
continental, a style preferred by the homeowners because
it appears less formal than other styles and carries the rich
patina of age. “These pieces have been nicked and worn
through hundreds of years of use, so we have no worries
about using them as part of our every day lives,” said Brian.
He purposefully downplayed the upholstery and window
treatments, using solid, neutral colors in order ra ler the
craftsmanship of each piece rake center stage.

The long, narrow dining room along the back of the
house has doors that open onto a spacious covered ter-
race, Lining the walls is an assortment of antique drawings.
According to Brian, “They are all things you can get up
close to.”

Because nearly every piece of furniture in the home is
antique, the homeowners faced a dilemma when it came
time to find a sofa table for the family room, “There sim-
ply are no antique coffee table forms,” said Brian. So the
homeowners used a bit of ingenuity to cover a
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rary square table with an antique rug and finished it with
large brass nailheads. The television is housed in a Chinese
armoire, Adorning the walls are vintage photographs of
American Indians,

All of the bedrooms are located on the second and
third floors. Resembling the office of an anthropol-
ogy dean, Brian’s library is a true “Cabinet of Natural
Curiosities.” It is home to an impressive collection off
antiquities, along with field guides and archacological jour-
nals he has pored over 1o educare himselF as a collector.
Packed into the small room are dinosaur bones, mammoth
teeth, a cane made from a shark’s backbone, Mississippi
Indian artifacts, pebble-sized Indian shivastones, Danish
fline and Bronze Age relics, among others jtems.

Having put down roots for nearly a decade, the hom-
eowners are quite content with the welcoming abode they
have created, which serves as a splendid showplace of
Brian's interior design prowess. His clients will undoube-
edly benefir from his unique perspective that all rooms
should be made for living, including (and especially) those
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